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Recover

Wait until an area is declared safe before returning home. Remember that recovering 
from a disaster is usually a gradual process.
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Health & Environment

Follow guidelines to guard your community's health and protect the environment during 
and after the storm.  Review the Centers for Disease Control's (CDC) health 

considerations before, during, and after a storm. Remember to follow the U.S. Food & 
Drug Administration's (FDA) food and water safety guidelines during disasters.
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Contacts

Keep a list of contact information for reference:

    Emergency Management Offices / County Law Enforcement / County Public Safety 
Fire/Rescue / State, County and City/Town Government / Local Hospitals / Local Utilities

07

Gather Information

Know if you live in an evacuation area. Assess your risks and know your home's 
vulnerability to storm surge, flooding and wind. Understand National Weather Service 
forecast products and especially the meaning of NWS watches and warnings.
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Back up your electronics 

Aside from keeping extra batteries and chargers around during a hurricane, people are also 
encouraged to backup any electronic devices. Data should be stored at an off-site location 
so that data can be recovered if something were to happen to the physical computer or 

device during a hurricane. 

05

Protect your home

Any issues with the overall structure should be repaired, including loose shingles or 
damaged roofs.Any possible compromises to the roof or house will become an open avenue 

for strong and gusty winds.

Those living in or near hurricane areas should make copies of proof of ownership 
documents of any property not limited to their homes, cars and boats. These 

documents can be stored in a hurricane kit or in any safe location that does not risk 
being damaged during the hurricane. 
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Make copies of important documents

03

Check insurance coverage

Property owners and renters should insure their homes against flooding, something 
that many people do not realize is not a part of standard home and renters insurance.
Tenants and home owners can contact their renters or home insurance provider to buy 

flood insurance.
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Buy supplies

Buy supplies well in advance and keep them on hand should evacuation be required.
If you wait until the hurricane is on your doorsteps, you are going to be waiting in long 

lines and they could even be out of the stuff you need.

01

Evacuation planning

The main reason people have to evacuate during hurricanes is from a storm surge, which is an 
abnormal rise of water generated by a storm’s winds that can reach heights well over 20 feet 
and can span hundreds of miles of coastlines, according to the National Hurricane Center.

The worst thing that people who live along coastlines can do is not to 
prepare for tropical storms and hurricanes. 
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