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Water Seal Your Home
An easy and inexpensive way to prevent flooding is to 
make sure foundation cracks are sealed and roof 
shingles are secured. Foundation cracks can be sealed 
easily with caulk or cement from a hardware store. 
These tiny cracks can provide a pathway for 
floodwater to enter the home.

Check Your Home’s 
Drainage System

When a house’s drainage system is overwhelmed 
with water, it can cause residential flooding. Install 
a French drain away from the home to collect 
water that saturates the yard. Make sure the drain 
remains clear of debris. Removing leaves and dirt 
from gutters will help water move through your 
home’s drainage system better.

Purchase Flood Insurance

Because most homeowner’s insurance policies do 
not cover flood damage costs, you may want to 
consider purchasing flood insurance. Costs 
depend on the property’s flood risk and how much 
insurance is purchased; according to the National 
Flood Insurance Program, the average flood 
insurance policy is $600 per year.

To prepare for a flood, 
you should:

- Avoid building in a floodplain 
unless you elevate and reinforce 
your home.

- Elevate the furnace, water 
heater, and electric panel if 
susceptible to flooding.

- Install "check valves" in sewer - Install "check valves" in sewer 
traps to prevent flood water from 
backing up into the drains of your 
home.

- Construct barriers (levees, - Construct barriers (levees, 
beams, floodwalls) to stop 
floodwater from entering the 
building.

 If a flood is likely in your area, you should:

- Listen to the radio or television for information.

- Be aware that flash flooding can occur. If there is any possibility 
of a flash flood, move immediately to higher ground. Do not wait 
for instructions to move.

- Be aware of streams, drainage channels, canyons, and other - Be aware of streams, drainage channels, canyons, and other 
areas known to flood suddenly. Flash floods can occur in these 
areas with or without such typical warnings as rain clouds or 
heavy rain.

Driving Flood Facts
Important points to remember when driving in flood conditions:

- Six inches of water will reach the bottom of most passenger cars causing loss of control and 
possible stalling.

- A foot of water will float many vehicles.

- Two feet of rushing water can carry away most vehicles including sport utility vehicles (SUV’s) 
and pick-ups.

- Clean and disinfect everything that got wet. Mud left from floodwater can contain sewage and 
chemicals.

After a Flood:
The following are guidelines for the 
period following a flood:

- Listen for news reports to learn whether the 
community’s water supply is safe to drink.

- Avoid floodwaters; water may be contaminated 
by oil, gasoline, or raw sewage. Water may also be 
electrically charged from underground or downed 
power lines.

- Avoid moving water.

- Be aware of areas where floodwaters have - Be aware of areas where floodwaters have 
receded. Roads may have weakened and could 
collapse under the weight of a car.
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