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Keep exits clear of 

decorations.

Consider using flameless 

candles or glow sticks in 

your jack-o’-lantern.

Keep decorations away 

from candles, light bulbs or 

heaters.

Give your children 

flashlights or glow sticks 

so they can see where 

they are walking.

If you make your own 

costume, use materials that 

won’t catch on fire easily if 

they come in contact with 

heat or flame.

Choose a costume without 

long trailing fabric. This can 

cause a child to trip or 

may touch flames in 

jack-o’-lanterns or other 

decorations.

Halloween is a time for tricks and treats — but 
it’s also a time to be cautious about fires. The 
U.S. Fire Administration compiled data on the 
number of reported fires around Halloween 
from 2011 to 2013.

The latest data shows 10,300 reported fires The latest data shows 10,300 reported fires 
during the three-day period around Halloween. 
Those fires caused about 25 deaths, 125 
injuries and $83 million in property loss. The 
number one cause of these Halloween fires is 
cooking (44 percent), followed by heating (15 
percent).

Make sure your children understand the fire risks of candles 
and open flames and that they must avoid contact with these 
objects. It is a good idea to give them flashlights or glow 
sticks to use for lighting as they are trick-or-treating.

Try and avoid costumes that include long trailing or billowing 
fabric. If your child’s costume includes a mask, cut the eye 
holes big enough so that your child can see where they are 
walking to avoid falls or brushing against a candle or open 
flame.

Avoid using candles or torch lights to decorate your yard or 
sidewalk and instead use flashlights. Decorations with an 
open flame can be hazardous as trick-or-treaters may brush 
against the flame with their costumes.

Using a battery operated candle or glow stick for 
jack-o’-lanterns is a safe alternative but if you choose to use 
real candles, light them carefully with long fireplace matches 
or a utility lighter to avoid tipping the pumpkin. If there are 
children present around lit candles, they should be closely 
supervised.  Jack-o’-lanterns with real candles should be put 
away from other potentially flammable materials and away 
from walkways used by trick-or-treaters.from walkways used by trick-or-treaters.

Make sure all potentially flammable decorations are away 
from open flames, from fireplaces, or candles as well as other 
heat sources such as space heaters and lightbulbs. Every exit 
in your home should be clear in case a fire does occur.
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According to the National Fire Protection Association, holiday decorations were the cause of 
about 1,000 reported house fires per year between 2006 and 2010.  For Halloween in 
particular, decorations often consist of candles as well as dried cornstalks and hay bales, 
costumes with trailing fabric, and other paper decorations that can easily catch fire if they 
come into contact with the flame from a candle or jack-o’-lantern.  Many of the fires recorded 
by the National Fire Protection Association during these years were caused by flammable 
decorations that were too close to a candle or another heat source.

October is the month of Halloween in which decorations such as jack-o’-lanterns, dried 
cornstalks, and hay bales are out in front of homes with trick-or-treaters in costumes running 
from home to home. These decorations and the time honored tradition of trick-or-treating are 
what make Halloween a great holiday, but there is also an inherent fire risk that can potentially 
become terrifying.


