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If the water damage in your flooded basement 
seems a little overwhelming, call in a 
professional. The cost may be a little higher 
than doing it yourself, however you will be 
hiring certified technicians that will bring with 
them their expertise to ensure that 
everything is done efficiently. Thus, removing 
the questioning of oneself, did I dry my the questioning of oneself, did I dry my 
flooded basement properly?

Good Luck with drying your flooded basement, 
and Stay Dry..!

HOW DO YOU KNOW WHEN YOU SHOULD CALL A WATER DAMAGE
PROFESSIONAL TO DRY YOUR FLOODED BASEMENT?

Set up Air Movers & Dehumidifiers.

Your last goal to dry a flooded basement is to create an Your last goal to dry a flooded basement is to create an 
artificially dry environment. The drier the air in your flooded 
basement, the faster your home will dry out.  To achieve this, 
dehumidifiers and air movers (special fans) are utilized. The air 
movers' job is to pull moisture out of your carpeting, drywall 
and framing material and place this moisture into the air. It is 
then the dehumidifiers' job to pull that now moist air over its 
coils; thus dehumidifying the air, “drying it out”.  The coils; thus dehumidifying the air, “drying it out”.  The 
condensed water is then collected or pumped away. 

Problems can occur if you have too much or too little air movement and not 
enough dehumidification. This can lead to problems. If a water damaged structure 
has too much air movement and not enough dehumidification, there is the 
possibility of secondary damage happening. Secondary damage is the result of 
extremely high relative humidity, which can cause damage of books and electrical 
instruments, warped doors, drawers, and ceilings, peeling wallpaper and even 
corroded metal. On the other hand, if you don’t use enough air movers, it will 
prolong the drying process. The longer the water is present, the higher the prolong the drying process. The longer the water is present, the higher the 
probability that there will be damage to structural elements - sheet rock 
disintegrating, framework warping, carpet backing rotting, etc.

Disinfect your flooded basement:

Go to the store and buy Pine Oil and Clorox Go to the store and buy Pine Oil and Clorox 
Bleach. (Look on the bleach container for the 
proper dilution rate for disinfecting.) Use a 
pump sprayer to apply the bleach mixture on 
all hard surfaces to include flooring and the 
walls up to the height that the moisture 
meter indicates is wet. For the carpeting, do 
not apply the bleach solution, but rather have not apply the bleach solution, but rather have 
it professionally cleaned once the carpet is 
dry. Use the Pine oil disinfectant on all non 
porous household items. This application of 
disinfectant will help prevent the growth of 
mold.

Remove the carpet padding and dispose of it.

Carpet padding is the most difficult to dry. Professional water damage restorers today have 
specialized equipment to save most of the carpet padding, but as a flooded basement "DIY,"  just 
remove it. If you don't, your carpet will feel dry but the pad will still be wet. (If flood is caused by 
a sewerage backflow, discard the carpet as well for it cannot be salvaged). 

To remove the carpet pad, go to a corner of a room and with some needle nose pliers grab a To remove the carpet pad, go to a corner of a room and with some needle nose pliers grab a 
piece of the carpet and gently pull up. This will disengage the carpeting from the tackless strip 
holding it down. Pull the carpeting back as far as you can and then cut out the water soaked 
padding. Do this from all four corners until you have removed all of the padding

Move or elevate any and all building contents
which might be permanently damaged

Remove as much water as possible via pumps and once the water gets Remove as much water as possible via pumps and once the water gets 
down to where a pump won't work, vacuum the rest of the water up with 
a portable extraction unit. You can rent a portable extraction unit at our 
local rental store or purchase a wet and dry vacuum at your local 
hardware store. Both will do the job, but the portable extractor will work 
better, usually, because it holds more water and the drain valve usually 
is set so you can drain the water directly into a toilet or a five gallon pail. 
The wet and dry vacuums are much more difficult to get the water out of.The wet and dry vacuums are much more difficult to get the water out of.

Make a flood-related safety inspection. 

Check for any hazardous conditions such as structural Check for any hazardous conditions such as structural 
damage, electrical hazards, pathogenic bacteria, mold and 
mildew. If any hazards are found they should immediately 
dealt with. Determine to what extent the water has 
actually migrated into your basement using a moisture 
meter. 

If the rain has stopped, open the windows to allow 
moisture in the air to escape. This will help with the 
drying out process. Once the water has been removed 
from the floor of the basement, it is time to begin drying 
the area as completely as possible as quickly as possible.

Another option to speed up the drying out process is to 
use a dehumidifier. It’s important to close the windows 
and doors when using a dehumidifier so that it works 
properly. Keep an eye on the dehumidifier’s holding 
container and empty it as frequently as is necessary. Once 
the dehumidifier no longer extracts any moisture from the 
room, place it in another area of the basement and begin 
again.again.

DRYING THE AREA

Once you have the equipment that you need, begin to remove the 
water. The best place to begin is most likely the area that is going to 
sustain the most damage if the water sits. Another option is to begin 
on the highest section of the room where the water is the lowest and 
work your way into the larger pools of water.

REMOVING THE WATER

Unfortunately, finished and unfinished basements are prone to flooding for 
various reasons. Sometimes the storm gutters and downspouts are clogged 
or plagued with holes and the water flows over them and down to the 
perimeter of the house rather than to the corners and away from the house.

   
 

Once you have discovered that your basement is 
undergoing a flood, the first step is to remove the water. 
If the flooding is minor, then all you need to do is mop the 
wet areas up with a mop or old towels. However, if the 
flooding is major, it’s time to bring out the big weapons.

If you don’t have one of the following: portable sump If you don’t have one of the following: portable sump 
pump, wet vacuum, or wet shop vacuum, go to the store 
and purchase one or see if you can borrow one from 
someone that you know. Additionally, places are available 
where you can rent these.
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