
TIPS FOR THE 
HOLIDAY CLEANUP

CLEAN SMOOTHTOPS QUICKLY

Cleanup is easy with smoothtop cooktops. But food that contains sugar, such as tomato or caramel 
sauce, can bond with the glass if you let it cool. So clean up spills right away. For routine care, use a 
cleaner made especially for smoothtops.

SKIP THE PRE-RINSING

Most modern dishwashers can 
handle a load of dirty dishes. You’ll 
save time, and you could reduce 
your household’s annual water 
consumption.

GET ORGANIZED

Precious minutes are lost looking 
for misplaced items and 
uncluttering countertops so that 
they can be used for meal prep. 
Try to put things close at hand. 
Cutting boards and sharp knives 
belong near the food-prep area.

CLEAN AS YOU GO

When preparing your meal, wash 
dishes, cutting boards, knives, and 
other equipment as you go. Don’t 
stack dirty dishes or glasses on the 
counter; put them in the 
dishwasher immediately. 

SANTA'S RULE: GET ONE, TOSS TWO

Try this simple idea to pack a powerful clutter-cutting 
punch as you put away new holiday gifts: for each gift 
received, toss two counterparts.

As you put away holiday gifts, take time to make extra 
room throughout the house.

TAKE THE HOLIDAY 
MAILING BOX CHALLENGE
Have mailing boxes piled up as holiday gifts 
arrived? Sure, you could recycle or reuse them, 
but for maximum end-of-year clutter-cutting, 
take the Holiday Mailing Box Challenge!

Your goal: to fill every seasonal mailing box with Your goal: to fill every seasonal mailing box with 
items suitable for donation to Goodwill or a 
similar recycler for used household items, and 
deliver them to charity before year's end. 

PAY ATTENTION WHILE COOKING

We all know that the holidays is meant for cooking and enjoying time with your family. However, 
more fires are caused by cooking during the holidays than any other time of year. It is important to 
make sure you have fire extinguishers on hand and that your fire alarms are in working order.

SORT BEFORE YOU STOW

Once the New Year arrives, most 
families take down holiday 
decorations and store them for the 
following year—but too often, there's 
a sense of "sling it in there and worry 
about it later" when it comes to 
putting away Christmas ornaments, 
holiday linens and outdoor lighting.holiday linens and outdoor lighting.

ENSURE YOUR CHRISTMAS 
LIGHTS ARE IN GOOD 

CONDITION AND THAT YOUR 
TREE IS WATERED. 

Christmas lights can become damaged 
from year to year and it is important 
that you check them each year to 
make sure they are in good shape. If 
you use a live tree it is important that 
it has the right amount of water.

CHECK YOUR HEATING 

Whether it is a fireplace or a central 
heating unit, it should be checked that 
everything is working properly before 
use.
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