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6) Copy important documents

When you’re evacuating, it should be a priority to grab documents like the deed to your home and car and insurance 
information. Realize, however, that you may not have time to rummage through files for these documents if you are 
trying to make a quick escape.  

Make sure that you keep copies of them and save them somewhere that you can access them easily before leaving the 
house. 

YYou might also consider scanning these documents and storing these copies online on a secure cloud platform that can 
be accessed remotely.

5) Check your insurance coverage

Before a disaster occurs, make sure your home has insurance coverage for flooding or landslides. 
These disasters may not be covered by standard homeowner’s insurance. Paying a little extra for this coverage, 
however, will be well worth it if these catastrophes strike.  

3) Recognize the signs 
of a potential disaster 

If you’ve determined your home is at a higher risk for 
flooding or landslides, it’s crucial to watch for signs of these 
natural disasters. 

Flooding can happen fast, so itFlooding can happen fast, so it’s important to pay attention 
to flood warnings and take immediate action when the 
warnings are reported.  

4) Emergency supplies

When disasters strike, it’s difficult for families to get needed 
food and supplies. Make sure that you have supplies handy 
and in kits that you can quickly grab in case you need to 
leave your home. 

Ensure that you have fresh wateEnsure that you have fresh water, as well as food items that 
aren’t expired. 

1) Evaluate the risks 

It’s essential to evaluate the risk to your property based on where your home is located. If you 
live right next to the mountains, your risk for landslides would be higher than if you live farther 
away from the mountains. If you live near any rivers or streams, you may find yourself more 
at risk for a flood.

AdditionallAdditionally, if your home is near a canyon or other geological formations that exhibit 
localized signs of erosion, sediment, or water flow, your home may be at greater risk as well. 

2) Mitigate the risks 

While there’s no way to eliminate flooding or landslide 
risks entirely, there are some things you can do to help 
lessen potential damage. 

If you’re on or near a hill or mountainside, building a If you’re on or near a hill or mountainside, building a 
retaining wall on the side of your home near the 
mountain can help redirect the flow of debris or mud in 
the event of a mudslide or rockslide. 

Keeping drains and gutters free of leaves and other 
debris can decrease your home's risk of localized 
flooding. You can also utilize sandbags for protection.
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